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Background fl\/lethod )

The details of 8,705 breast cancers detected in women screened Relative survival is defined as the observed survival in the
in England between 1 January 1990 and 31 December 1991 patient group divided by the expected survival of the general
were submitted to the NHS Breast Screening Programme and population, matched by age and sex. Cumulative relative
Association of Breast Surgery audit of screen-detected breast survival probabilities for women in the general UK population
cancers [1] for analysis. Death information was obtained from were calculated with UK life tables using the Ederer Il
cancer registries. The study end date of 31 March 2011 allowed method and statistical package Stata [2].

20-year relative survival to be calculated. \ /

20-year relative survival
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» The 20-year survival rate for patients with invasive breast °

cancers in the Nottingham Prognostic Indicator (NPI) Excellent Figure 1: 20-year relative survival for women with invasive breast
Prognostic Group (EPG) was 93.8%, compared to 27.1% for cancer screened in 1990 and 1991
those with Poor Prognostic Group (PPG) cancers (Figure 2).
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Figure 2: Variation in relative survival rates with NPI group for patients with
invasive breast cancer
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