
Malignant melanoma: increase in incidence by 
age band in England
There is an increase in incidence rate of malignant 
melanoma across the age bands in England. 

The increase has been larger in older age bands, 
especially those over 70. 

www.swpho.nhs.uk/skincancerhub
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Skin Cancer Hub
Information to support prevention 
and early diagnosis

There is a greater disparity now between the age bands 
than there was in 1985-87. 

The overall increase in incidence is a ratio of 2.22 or 
120%. 

Source: National Cancer Intelligence Network (NCIN) as directly age-standardised rates

Malignant melanoma incidence (age-standardised rates per 100,000) by age band in England, 1985 to 2006 (mid 
year of three-year rolling averages)

Three-year period

A
ge

-s
ta

nd
ar

di
se

d 
ra

te
 p

er
 

10
0,

00
0 

po
pu

la
tio

n

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

19
85

-1
98

7

19
86

-1
98

8

19
87

-1
98

9

19
88

-1
99

0

19
89

-1
99

1

19
90

-1
99

2

19
91

-1
99

3

19
92

-1
99

4

19
93

-1
99

5

19
94

-1
99

6

19
95

-1
99

7

19
96

-1
99

8

19
97

-1
99

9

19
98

-2
00

0

19
99

-2
00

1

20
00

-2
00

2

20
01

-2
00

3

20
02

-2
00

4

20
03

-2
00

5

20
04

-2
00

6

Under 10

10–19 

20–29 

30–39 

40–49 

50–59 

60–69 

70–79 

80 +

Source: National Cancer Intelligence Network (NCIN) as directly age-standardised rates

Malignant melanoma incidence (age-standardised rates per 100,000) by age band in England, 1985–87
compared with 2004–06
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Further information
Contact details:

Cancer Intelligence Service
South West Public Health Observatory 
Grosvenor House 
149 Whiteladies Road 
Clifton, Bristol 
BS8 2RA

T:  0117 970 6474

F: 0117 970 6481

E: info@swpho.nhs.uk

 

SWPHO is part of the 
UK & Ireland Association of 
Public Health Observatories.

About the South West Public 
Health Observatory

The South West Public Health Observatory (SWPHO) is 
part of a network of regional public health observatories 
in the UK and Ireland. These were established in 2000 
as outlined in the Government White Paper Saving lives: 
our healthier nation. Key tasks include: monitoring health 
and disease trends; identifying gaps in health information; 
advising on methods for health and health impact 
assessment; drawing together information from different 
sources; and carrying out projects on particular health 
issues.

The SWPHO is also the public health module for the wider 
regional intelligence network, the South West Observatory 
(SWO).

The SWPHO incorporates the National Drug Treatment 
Monitoring System South West (NDTMS-SW), and in April 
2005 merged with the South West Cancer Intelligence 
Service (SWCIS). The SWPHO works in partnership with 
a wide range of agencies, networks and organisations 
regionally and nationally to provide ‘a seamless public 
health intelligence service’ for the South West.

For more information about the SWPHO and its partner 
organisations, please visit www.swpho.nhs.uk. 


