
Cancer Network Breast Leads 

Workshop 26 April 2010



What is the NCIN?
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National Cancer Intelligence Network 

• launched in June 2008, to bring together

– cancer registries

– clinicians

– health service researchers

– other interested parties, including

• Office for National Statistics

• National Clinical Audit Support Programme

• NHS Information Centre

• under the auspices of the NCRI



NCIN Core Objectives 

• Promote efficient and effective data collection 
throughout cancer journey 

• Provide common national repository for cancer 
datasets 

• Produce expert analyses, to monitor patterns of 
cancer care 

• Exploit information to drive improvements in 
cancer care and clinical outcomes 

• Enable use of cancer information to support 
audit and research programmes 



Key Areas

• Support the Cancer Reform Strategy

– collection, analysis and publication of high 
quality data on clinical outcomes

• Define National Cancer Datasets 

– MDTs

– Networks

– Registries









Site Specific Reference Groups



SSCRG Membership

• Cancer Registry

• National Team

• Network Director

• Radiology

• Pathology

• Surgery

• Clinical & Medical 

Oncology

• Voluntary Sector

• Patient

• Screening

• Peer review

• NCRI

• National Audits

• Staging 

• Co-morbidity 



Breast SSCRG

• National Cancer Dataset

• West Midlands Cancer Intelligence Unit

• Work programme

• Data briefings

– Deprivation

– Ethnicity

– Elderly



Site Specific Reference Groups
1. Identify and prioritise clinical outcome measures

2. Identify key variables which contribute to achieving high 
standards relating to these outcomes.

3. Establish what is already known about the disease 
group within the UK and international variation in 
outcomes.

4. Support the definition of a core data set

5. Advise on what relevant audit and research activity is 
currently being undertaken, within the UK and 
internationally.

6. Promote the linkage of relevant sources of data

7. Advise the NCIN on priorities for national analyses

8. Advise on minimum standards of data completeness 
and quality for the relevant datasets

9. Support commissioning and the implementation of 
Improving Outcomes and other national guidance.









Site Specific Reference Groups

10. Build links with the relevant NCRI Clinical Study Groups   
and other appropriate NCRI initiatives.

11. Promote clinical and voluntary sector engagement in all 
elements of the work of the NCIN.

12. Take every opportunity to promote the aims of the 
NCIN within their specialist field.

13. Assist in the writing, editing and interpretation of 
relevant site-specific NCIN reports.

14. Advise the NCIN on the handling of publications 
containing data naming specific institutions or clinicians.

15. Support service improvement initiatives to achieve 
improved patient outcomes.

16. Help identify ways in which the public could be better 
informed about the quality of services available to 
enable informed choices.
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